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Shelley King crowned
On April 19, Austin-based
singer-songwriter Shelley
King will make history by

! becoming the first woman
" to serve as the official
Texas State Musician.
She'll celebrate her

| appointment for 2008 at
a VIP reception on April
16. King joins Lone Star luminaries Dale
Watson, Billy Joe Shaver, Johnny Gimble,
Ray Benson and James Dick in holding the
honor. She will be presented with a limited-
run Gibson Acoustic Elvis King of Rock gui-
tar to commemorate her appointment.

"I can't even express what an honor it is to
be the State Musician of Texas,” says King. "I
am doubly honored because | am the first
woman to receive the appointment. With so
many amazing Texas women musicians
whom | greatly respect and admire, | feel
really humbled and privileged to be the first
of,  am sure, many. It's very exciting, and | am
looking forward to all the opportunities to
represent the state of Texas with my music.”

King will spend her term touring the
world promoting Texas music. Her first
appearance as Texas State Musician will be
at the Lubbock Arts Festival on Thursday
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and Friday, April 17 and 18, at Lubbock’s
Memorial Civic Center, at which she will per-
form four concerts for 2,000 local school-
children. King plans to tour Europe, Japan
and Australia during her reign.

King has won Austin Music Awards for
Roots Rock Band of the Year (2005) and
Song of the Year for "“Call of My Heart"”
(2001). Her songs have been covered by
nationally and internationally known artists
such as the duo of Nancy Sinatra and Lee
Hazelwood, and Toni Price.

King's post is one of four arts appoint-
ments made by the Texas Commission on
the Arts, which also designates a state poet
laureate and artists for two-dimensional and
three-dimensional media. The committee
consists of seven members appointed by the
governor, lieutenant governor and house
speaker.

Songwriters hit the beach

Just as his major-label debut, Trouble in
Mind, hits the streets, Hayes Carll is also
busy putting together a three-day music
festival. The second annual Stingaree Music
festival, which Carll co-founded last year
with his manager, is a tribute to singer-
songwriters. It takes place April 18-20 at
Crystal Beach on the Texas Gulf Coast.

Headliners include Ray Wylie Hubbard, Eliza
Gilkyson and Terry Allen. For more info, visit
www.stingareemusicfestival.com.

Long time coming
Austin finally got its own
musicians hall of fame with
the dedication of the Austin
Music Memorial March 30
at the brand new Long
Center for the Performing
Arts. The late greats inau-
gurated into the hall were | SEd¥
saluted by some of Austin’s Ray Benson, Shandon Sahm
finest, including Ray Benson, Joel Guzman,
Marcia Ball, Cindy Cashdollar, Rosie Flores,
Maryann Price and Shandon Sahm. The inau-
gural group of inductees are: Doug Sahm,
Carl William Besserer, Roosevelt “Grey Ghost”
Williams, Virgie Mae DeWitty, the Rev. Lavada
“Dr. Hepcat” Durst, Americo Paredes, Ignacio

“Nash” Hernandez, McKinley “Kenny"
Dorham, Roy Montelongo and Tary Owens.

Willie's Picnic comes home

Willie Nelson is bringing Independence Day
— or his picnic, at least — back home to the
Lone Star State for 2008. This year'’s
Fourth of July celebration will take place in
Selma at the Verizon Wireless
Amphitheater just north of San Antonio.

Lone Stars jam against cancer
Kevin Fowler, Cross Canadian Ragweed, the
Eli Young Band, Cory Morrow, Roger
Creager, Wade Bowen, Bleu Edmondson,
Adam Hood, Ryan James and the Bart Crow
Band will come together for the Lone Star
Jam, April 26 at Waterloo Park in Austin.
Young Texans Against Cancer and Dell
Children’s Hospital are beneficiaries. For
info, go to www.lonestarjam.com.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

WELCOME TO the first issue of Texas Music
Extra, our new e-zine supplement to Texas
Music magazine. We'll be sending this your
way regularly, so you can keep track of the
latest musical developments between issues
of the print publication, and watch the
progress of your favorite artists on various
charts (beginning with a Texas-country-
themed MySpace chart in this issue). With
artist spotlights, reviews, insights and inside
information about the latest releases, news-
makers and events, we hope you'll look for-
ward to every issue. And best of all —it's free.
You are welcome to forward this file, or your
friends and colleagues can sign up for their
own copy at www.txmusic.com. If you have
something you think is newsworthy, you can
reach us at newsletter@txmusic.com.
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