
Escovedo scores solid
Springsteen connection
“I’ve always been a fan of
Texas songwriters,” Bruce
Springsteen told a Houston
audience before bringing
out a pair of them during
his April 14 performance at
the Toyota Center. Though
Joe Ely’s been showing up

onstage with Bruce for years (of course, they
did “All Just to Get to You,” their duet from
Ely’s 1995 album, Letter to Laredo),
Alejandro Escovedo’s first outing with the
Boss was an event he called “my best musi-
cal experience, EVER.” His appearance dur-
ing Springsteen’s encore was the first public
sign that his career will be taking on different
dimensions now that he’s signed with Jon
Landau Management — the company that
has represented Springsteen for three
decades (Shania Twain was one of only a few
other clients the firm has represented).
Landau and his partner, Barbara Carr, report-
edly have close ties at Escovedo’s label, EMI’s
Manhattan/Back Porch Records, and Carr fell
in love with Escovedo’s new album, Real
Animal. (Carr, coincidentally, is married to
Springsteen biographer and longtime
Escovedo fan Dave Marsh.) Escovedo had

been managed for years by Heinz Geissler.
According to Backstreets.com, Springsteen
said, “He’s been putting out good music for
so long,” and plugged Escovedo’s upcoming
album twice, calling it “one of the best he’s
ever made” and announcing its June 10
release date (a vinyl-only double disc with
bonus tracks; CD and digital versions release
June 24). The E Street Band backed the duo
on “Always a Friend,” the first single from the
Tony Visconti-produced Real Animal. A video
of Escovedo’s performance with the Boss can
be found on YouTube. 

Willie makes green list, blues news
Willie Nelson earned the No. 2 spot on
Billboard magazine’s list of the top 10 green
acts, published Tuesday in honor of Earth
Day. His just-reopening Carl’s Corner truck
stop reportedly is the biggest green truck
stop in the United States; all the fuels sold
there are at least partly “bioWillie” fuel,
which can be made from a variety of crops or
even used cooking oil. No. 1 on the list was
Jack Johnson, who, among other efforts,
uses Willie’s biodiesel in his touring vehicles.
Meanwhile, the FarmAid founder, who hits his
75th birthday on April 30, is about to release
an album with one of the few artists on the
planet he hadn’t previously recorded with.
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Two Men with the Blues, to be released June
10, captures Willie’s January 2007 Lincoln
Center performance with jazz trumpeter
Wynton Marsalis. Actually, it’s three men,
counting Willie’s harp player, Mickey Raphael,
who’s also featured. Marsalis’ band handled
backing duties. Nelson has already released
two musical offerings this year: Moment of
Forever and the aptly named box set, One
Hell of a Ride. 

Keen, Erickson, Badu and more 
Lone Stars headed for ACL Festival
The seventh annual Austin City Limits Music
Festival features several Lone Star acts on a
roster of 125 bands slated to appear Sept. 26-
28 at Zilker Park. They include: Iron & Wine,
Erykah Badu, Robert Earl Keen, Patty Griffin,
the Eli Young Band, Kevin Fowler, Flyleaf,
Roky Erickson, What Made Milwaukee
Famous, Black Joe Lewis & the Honey Bears,

White Denim and the Mars Volta (featuring
former El Pasoans Cedric Bixler-Zavala and
Omar Rodriguez-Lopez). The festival’s lineup
also includes a roster that jumps from her-
itage acts like John Fogerty to current media
darlings Vampire Weekend and the
Raconteurs (White Stripes frontman Jack
White’s side project). Robert Plant and Alison
Krauss, Beck, the Foo Fighters, Gnarls
Barkley, David Byrne and Manu Chao are also
lined up for the festival, which is produced by
Austin-based C3 Presents. 

Five Texans make New Folk finals
Five Texas songwriters were chosen from
among a pool of more than 800 artists
worldwide as finalists for the 2008 Grassy
Hill Kerrville New Folk competition: Datri
Bean, Shelley King, BettySoo and Molly
Venter of Austin and Claude “Butch” Morgan
of Devine. A total of 32 finalists will perform
their two submitted songs at the May 24-25
New Folk Concerts at Kerrville’s Threadgill
Theater, from which six will be selected as
winners. This is the 37th year for the New
Folk competition; previous Texas winners
include James McMurtry, Robert Earl Keen,
Tish Hinojosa, Slaid Cleaves, Darden Smith,
Nathan Hamilton, Beth Wood, Idgy Vaughn,
Cary Cooper, Danny Schmidt and current
Band of Heathens members Gordy Quist and
Colin Brooks. 

Shiner backs Stoney
Backstage visitors during Stoney LaRue’s
2008 tour will likely be offered only one
brand of beer: Texas’ own Shiner. That’s
because 99-year-old Spoetzl Brewery, makers
of the legendary suds, are sponsoring the
Texas-born, Oklahoma-based “Red Dirt”
music poster boy’s tour. His fans, who no
doubt already include a large contingent of
Shiner drinkers, are likely looking forward to
his return to the studio this summer to record
the follow-up to 2005’s The Red Dirt Album. 
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18-27
Fiesta San Antonio
Downtown and various venues
San Antonio
www.fiesta-sa.org

24
Umlauf Garden Party
Umlauf Sculpture Garden & Museum
Austin
www.umlaufsculpture.org

24-27
Texas State Championship Fiddlers’
Frolics
Knights of Columbus Hall
Hallettsville
www.fiddlersfrolics.com

25-27
Texas Crawfish 
& Music Festival
Preservation Park
Old Town Spring
www.texascrawfishfestival.com

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival
Quakertown Park
Denton
www.dentonjazzfest.com

25-27 & 5/1-4
New Orleans Jazz 
& Heritage Festival
Fair Grounds Race Course
New Orleans, La.
www.nojazzfest.com

26
Eeyore’s Birthday Party
Pease Park
Austin
www.eeyore.sexton.com

Lone Star State Jam
Waterloo Park
Austin
www.lonestarjam.com

26-27
Houston International Festival
Downtown
Houston
www.ifest.org

Crawfish Festival
Kemah Boardwalk
Kemah
www.kemahboardwalk.com

27
Edgefest
Pizza Hut Park
Frisco
www.kdge.com

27
Austin Humane Society Benefit Concert
Roadhouse Rags
Austin
www.austinspca.com

29-5/1
Family Music Festival
Long Center
Austin
www.austinsymphony.org

30
Willie Nelson’s 75th Birthday

1-4
Mayfest
Trinity Park
Fort Worth
www.mayfest.org

3
Texas Music Awards
Palestine Civic Center
Palestine
www.texasmusicawards.org

New Braunfels Wein & Saengerfest
Downtown
New Braunfels
www.nbtexas.org

3-4
Cottonwood Art Festival
Cottonwood Park
Richardson
www.cottonwoodartfestival.com

Old Pecan Street Spring Arts Festival
Downtown
Austin
www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com

4
Guadapalooza
Whitewater on the Horseshoe
New Braunfels
www.guadapalooza.com

6-10
Tejano Conjunto Festival
Rosedale Park
San Antonio
www.guadalupeculturalarts.org

9-11
Taste Addison
Addison Circle Park
Addison
www.addisontexas.net

16-18
Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival
Galatyn Park
Richardson
www.wildflowerfestival.com

17
Homer’s Backyard Ball
Behind Splash Waterpark on I-40
Amarillo
www.homersbackyardball.com

Texas Natural & Western Swing Festival
Downtown
San Marcos
www.ci.san-marcos.tx.us

18
KNBT Americana Music Jam
Gruene Hall
New Braunfels
www.knbtfm.com

A P R I L
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MURRY
HAMMOND
I Don’t Know Where I’m
Going But I’m On My Way
(Self-Released)
Murry Hammond has long

been the Old 97’s’ secret weapon — the
amiable bass player and harmony singer
who always sneaks up with one or two of
the best songs on nearly every album the
band has ever made. He keeps a low-key
profile on his solo album, too, quietly pick-
ing (and yodeling) his way through a
spookily beautiful mix of acoustic gospel
roots tunes that beg for a long, slow drive
down a lost highway. RICHARD SKANSE

SLEEPERCAR
West Texas 
(CDL/Doghouse)
Sleepercar is the vehicle by
which El Paso’s Jim Ward,
of Sparta and At the Drive

In fame, explores the wide-open vistas of
pedal-steel-drenched Americana. He’s still a
newbie to these parts, and some of the
songs aren’t that far removed from his
indie-rock comfort zone, but at its best,
West Texas showcases Ward’s songwriting
chops better than any other project he’s
ever been involved in. RICHARD SKANSE

NELO
nelo
(Justice)
On their long-awaited
debut, this Austin sextet
delivers arguably the

catchiest batch of jam-friendly melodic
pop since Blues Traveler’s Four. They
wear their influences on their sleeves
(Dave Matthews, anyone?), but the hooks
will bring you back. RICHARD SKANSE

MARCIA BALL
Peace, Love & BBQ
(Alligator) 

Just in time for
Jazzfest,
singer/pianist
Marcia Ball
releases yet
another seamless
recording, mov-
ing effortlessly
from uptempo
goodtime tunes

like the opener, “Party Town,” about —
where else? — her beloved N’Awlins, to a
gorgeous gospel turn with cowriter Tracy
Nelson on “Where Do You Go?,” a somber
meditation on the Katrina experience.
(That disaster clearly influences not only
the pointed message of “Party Town,” it
also provides the undercurrent of another
standout ballad, “Ride It Out.”) Other col-
laborators on the Stephen Bruton-pro-
duced Peace, Love & BBQ include Dr.
John, Ian McLagan, Wayne Toups,
Terrence Simien, Cindy Cashdollar, Barry
“Frosty” Smith, Albert & Gage and Ball’s
esteemed band: the Keller brothers, Thad
Scott and forever by-her-side bassist Don
Bennett. But Ball’s own expressive fingers
and flawless voice are fully front and cen-
ter, whether she’s delivering an ode to a
few of her favorite things (peace, love and
barbecue, y’all!), a zydeco-inflected lesson
in marital harmony (“Married Life”) or a
bluesy benediction via Bill Withers’ “I
Wish You Well.” LYNNE MARGOLIS

April 22 Nelo Nelo Justice
April 22 Sleepercar West Texas CDL/Doghouse
April 22 Murry Hammond I Don’t Know Where I’m Going Self-Released

But I’m on My Way
April 29 No Justice Live at BillyBob’s Smith Music
April 29 Steve Earle Copperhead Road (Deluxe Ed.) Geffen
May 6 T Bone Burnett Tooth of Crime Nonesuch
May 6 JohnnySolinger Johnny Solinger Smith Music
May 6 Eleven Hundred Springs Country Jam Palo Duro
May 6 Mike McClure Band did7 MikeMcClureBand.com
May 13 Old 97’s Blame It On Gravity New West
May 13 The Black Angels Directions to See a Ghost Light in the Attic
May 20 GuyForsyth Calico Girl Small &Nimble
May 20 CoryMorrow Vagrants &Kings Sustain
May 20 The Band of Heathens The Band of Heathens BandofHeathens.com
May 20 Tomcat Courtney Downsville Blues Blue Witch
May 27 AdamCarroll Old TownRock N Roll AdamCarroll.com
May 27 Eliza Gilkyson Beautiful World Red House
May 27 Lisa Loeb Camp Lisa (children’s album) Furious Rose
June 3 Mother Truckers Let’s AllGo to Bed Funzalo
June 3 Pinetop Perkins Pinetop Perkins and Friends Telarc
June 10 Alejandro Escovedo Real Animal (vinyl only) Back Porch
June 10 Kimmie Rhodes Walls Fall Down Songbird
June 10 Sisters Morales Talking to the River Luna
June 17 Rob Roy Parnell Let’s Start Something Blue Rocket
June 24Reckless Kelly Bulletproof Yep Roc
June 24Alejandro Escovedo Real Animal Back?Porch
July 1 Los Lonely Boys Forgiven Epic
July 1 Willie Nelson Stardust (Legacy Ed.) Columbia/Legacy

new releasesnews calendar releases chart
click here to read click here to read click here to read click here to read

artist q&a
click here to read

Eliza creates Beautiful World
Acclaimed Austin-based singer-songwriter Eliza Gilkyson continues her streak of deceptively
optimistic album titling (Land of Milk and Honey, Paradise Hotel) with the May 27 release of
Beautiful World on Red House Records. Gilkyson calls the 11-track Mark Hallman-produced
set “my most joyful recording yet,” but her pointed, somber reflections on the folly of man
and the state of the world in tracks like “Great Correction,” “The Party’s Over” and “Dream
Lover” (about a “porno queen”) should dispel any fear that the writer of 2005’s searing
“Man of God” has gone soft. Players on the album include Gilkyson’s brother, Tony Gilkyson,
David Grissom, Cindy Cashdollar, Elana James, John Inmon and Julie Wolf, in addition to
Gilkyson’s veteran road and studio band: guitarist Mike Hardwick, bassist Glenn Fukunaga
and drummer Cisco Ryder (Gilkyson’s son).
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Gordy Quist 

of the Band of Heathens

The Band of Heathens may have germinated
as an informal project, but they quickly mor-
phed into a real band as listeners in Austin
and beyond discovered the unique alchemy
created by the country-folk warmth of Gordy
Quist, the soulful vigor of Ed Jurdi and the
gritty mystique of Colin Brooks. Almost
before they knew they really were a band,
the three frontmen and their ace rhythm
section (drummer John Chipman and bassist
Seth Whitney) were officially labeled Best
New Band at the 2007 Austin Music Awards.
Two live albums later (Live at Momo’s and
Live at Antone’s), they’re preparing to
release their first studio album, produced by
Ray Wylie Hubbard, on May 20. And their
fame is about to expand even more: the
Band of Heathens’ Feb. 24 performance on
the legendary Mountain Stage syndicated
radio show will hit the airwaves sometime in
May. They’ll also be playing KNBT-FM’s
Americana Jam at Gruene Hall in New
Braunfels on May 18. But before this Band on
the run takes off, we snared Quist for a quick
peek inside a Heathen’s head.

So what was it like for you guys to work
with Ray Wylie Hubbard on your first
studio album? Was that intimidating at
all, or was it just a natural hang?
Working with Ray was great. He’s an artist
with strong opinions and ideas and he
works well with other artists with strong
opinions and ideas, and hard heads. I think
we collaborated really well. We hit it off
with Ray really well from the beginning
(after) Mattson Rainer introduced us on his
KNBT radio show. Ray is really easygoing,
so I don’t think there was any intimidation
factor to deal with. Well actually, he did pull
out a 9-inch switchblade knife in the middle
of recording one day in the studio while
opening a box of bottled waters, but
besides that, he’s really easygoing. I think
he has done some other producing before
on other bands’ projects and on his last
album, Snake Farm, so he knows what he’s
doing. 

What's the key to keeping egos from
clashing in a band with three singer-
songwriters? Or is it a constant battle
for the top-dog spot behind the scenes?
For us, the key to keeping egos in check is
the authoritarian dictatorship rule. We are
all the top-dog/dictator at all times. If some-
body disagrees with anything at all, we kick
them out of the band until they use their
authoritarian dictatorship power to rein-
state themselves back into the band.
Seriously though, I’m not sure how we do it.
We get along really well and we’ve found a
democratic system that works for us.
Everybody respects everybody else as an
artist and a musician so everyone puts in
their two cents, we shake it up and see
where things fall out. I think it helps that
this started out as a loose side project just

for kicks while we were all doing other gigs.
Also, on the songwriting front, I think there
is a healthy competition in the songwriting
that pushes us to all write better songs, and
it actually has resulted in a lot of co-writing
between us. 

What do you remember about the first
performance you ever gave in public?
I don’t remember.  “You” meaning the Band
of Heathens? I think there was a lot of
tequila involved. 

What's been the most helpful advice
you've ever been given regarding playing
music?
Hmm. Something that’s always stuck with
me that I strive to keep in my conscious-
ness when I’m playing music is that less is
more. Whether it be words in a song, notes

in a guitar solo, or the space in the groove, I
think empty space has power in music, and
making each note or each word say a lot is
something to keep in mind. Especially when
there are five people in the band and three
of them are lead guitar players!

What’s your all-time favorite record, at
least at this particular moment?
Some of my favorite records of all time are
the Rolling Stones’ Exile on Main Street, the
Beatles’ “White Album” and the Band’s The
Band. At this moment, I’m listening to a lot
of Neil Young — Everybody Knows This is
Nowhere and Harvest.  If you asked every-
body in the band, you’d get a wide range of
answers, from Elvis Costello to Otis Redding
to Johnny Cash to Wilco. CODEY ALLEN
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A BUNCH OF HEATHENS: (from left) Gordy Quist, Ed Jurdi, Colin Brooks,
John Chipman and Seth Whitney. (Photo Courtesy Lotos Nile)
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CHARTS:myspace
TW LW Artist Points
1 2 George Strait 104,529
2 1 Dixie Chicks 103,135
3 3 Dierks Bentley 75,344
4 4 Miranda Lambert 74,600
5 5 Gary Allan 46,063
6 6 Eli Young Band 24,488
7 7 Willie Nelson 22,465
8 9 Cross Canadian Ragweed 19,790
9 8 Jack Ingram 19,783
10 10 Pat Green 18,728
11 11 RandyRogers Band 18,405
12 12 KevinFowler 18,369
13 13 Shooter Jennings 13,633
14 14 Roger Creager 10,666
15 15 Reckless Kelly 9,497
16 16 Wade Bowen 8,399
17 17 Jason Boland & the Stragglers 7,862
18 18 BrandonRhyder 7,422
19 — Trent Willmon 6,572
20 19 Cory Morrow 6,323
21 20 Johnny Cooper 5,565
22 21 AaronWatson 5,118
23 22 Honeybrowne 4,967
24 23 No Justice 4,738
25 24 Bart Crow Band 4,687
Rankings for the MySpace chart are determined by a point system factoring in the 
number of profile views, song plays and friends on the artists’ official MySpace pages. 


