
Escovedo scores solid
Springsteen connection
“I’ve always been a fan of
Texas songwriters,” Bruce
Springsteen told a Houston
audience before bringing
out a pair of them during
his April 14 performance at
the Toyota Center. Though
Joe Ely’s been showing up

onstage with Bruce for years (of course, they
did “All Just to Get to You,” their duet from
Ely’s 1995 album, Letter to Laredo),
Alejandro Escovedo’s first outing with the
Boss was an event he called “my best musi-
cal experience, EVER.” His appearance dur-
ing Springsteen’s encore was the first public
sign that his career will be taking on different
dimensions now that he’s signed with Jon
Landau Management — the company that
has represented Springsteen for three
decades (Shania Twain was one of only a few
other clients the firm has represented).
Landau and his partner, Barbara Carr, report-
edly have close ties at Escovedo’s label, EMI’s
Manhattan/Back Porch Records, and Carr fell
in love with Escovedo’s new album, Real
Animal. (Carr, coincidentally, is married to
Springsteen biographer and longtime
Escovedo fan Dave Marsh.) Escovedo had

been managed for years by Heinz Geissler.
According to Backstreets.com, Springsteen
said, “He’s been putting out good music for
so long,” and plugged Escovedo’s upcoming
album twice, calling it “one of the best he’s
ever made” and announcing its June 10
release date (a vinyl-only double disc with
bonus tracks; CD and digital versions release
June 24). The E Street Band backed the duo
on “Always a Friend,” the first single from the
Tony Visconti-produced Real Animal. A video
of Escovedo’s performance with the Boss can
be found on YouTube. 

Willie makes green list, blues news
Willie Nelson earned the No. 2 spot on
Billboard magazine’s list of the top 10 green
acts, published Tuesday in honor of Earth
Day. His just-reopening Carl’s Corner truck
stop reportedly is the biggest green truck
stop in the United States; all the fuels sold
there are at least partly “bioWillie” fuel,
which can be made from a variety of crops or
even used cooking oil. No. 1 on the list was
Jack Johnson, who, among other efforts,
uses Willie’s biodiesel in his touring vehicles.
Meanwhile, the FarmAid founder, who hits his
75th birthday on April 30, is about to release
an album with one of the few artists on the
planet he hadn’t previously recorded with.
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Two Men with the Blues, to be released June
10, captures Willie’s January 2007 Lincoln
Center performance with jazz trumpeter
Wynton Marsalis. Actually, it’s three men,
counting Willie’s harp player, Mickey Raphael,
who’s also featured. Marsalis’ band handled
backing duties. Nelson has already released
two musical offerings this year: Moment of
Forever and the aptly named box set, One
Hell of a Ride. 

Keen, Erickson, Badu and more 
Lone Stars headed for ACL Festival
The seventh annual Austin City Limits Music
Festival features several Lone Star acts on a
roster of 125 bands slated to appear Sept. 26-
28 at Zilker Park. They include: Iron & Wine,
Erykah Badu, Robert Earl Keen, Patty Griffin,
the Eli Young Band, Kevin Fowler, Flyleaf,
Roky Erickson, What Made Milwaukee
Famous, Black Joe Lewis & the Honey Bears,

White Denim and the Mars Volta (featuring
former El Pasoans Cedric Bixler-Zavala and
Omar Rodriguez-Lopez). The festival’s lineup
also includes a roster that jumps from her-
itage acts like John Fogerty to current media
darlings Vampire Weekend and the
Raconteurs (White Stripes frontman Jack
White’s side project). Robert Plant and Alison
Krauss, Beck, the Foo Fighters, Gnarls
Barkley, David Byrne and Manu Chao are also
lined up for the festival, which is produced by
Austin-based C3 Presents. 

Five Texans make New Folk finals
Five Texas songwriters were chosen from
among a pool of more than 800 artists
worldwide as finalists for the 2008 Grassy
Hill Kerrville New Folk competition: Datri
Bean, Shelley King, BettySoo and Molly
Venter of Austin and Claude “Butch” Morgan
of Devine. A total of 32 finalists will perform
their two submitted songs at the May 24-25
New Folk Concerts at Kerrville’s Threadgill
Theater, from which six will be selected as
winners. This is the 37th year for the New
Folk competition; previous Texas winners
include James McMurtry, Robert Earl Keen,
Tish Hinojosa, Slaid Cleaves, Darden Smith,
Nathan Hamilton, Beth Wood, Idgy Vaughn,
Cary Cooper, Danny Schmidt and current
Band of Heathens members Gordy Quist and
Colin Brooks. 

Shiner backs Stoney
Backstage visitors during Stoney LaRue’s
2008 tour will likely be offered only one
brand of beer: Texas’ own Shiner. That’s
because 99-year-old Spoetzl Brewery, makers
of the legendary suds, are sponsoring the
Texas-born, Oklahoma-based “Red Dirt”
music poster boy’s tour. His fans, who no
doubt already include a large contingent of
Shiner drinkers, are likely looking forward to
his return to the studio this summer to record
the follow-up to 2005’s The Red Dirt Album. 
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CHARTS:myspace
TW LW Artist Points
1 2 George Strait 104,529
2 1 Dixie Chicks 103,135
3 3 Dierks Bentley 75,344
4 4 Miranda Lambert 74,600
5 5 Gary Allan 46,063
6 6 Eli Young Band 24,488
7 7 Willie Nelson 22,465
8 9 Cross Canadian Ragweed 19,790
9 8 Jack Ingram 19,783
10 10 Pat Green 18,728
11 11 RandyRogers Band 18,405
12 12 KevinFowler 18,369
13 13 Shooter Jennings 13,633
14 14 Roger Creager 10,666
15 15 Reckless Kelly 9,497
16 16 Wade Bowen 8,399
17 17 Jason Boland & the Stragglers 7,862
18 18 BrandonRhyder 7,422
19 — Trent Willmon 6,572
20 19 Cory Morrow 6,323
21 20 Johnny Cooper 5,565
22 21 AaronWatson 5,118
23 22 Honeybrowne 4,967
24 23 No Justice 4,738
25 24 Bart Crow Band 4,687
Rankings for the MySpace chart are determined by a point system factoring in the 
number of profile views, song plays and friends on the artists’ official MySpace pages. 


